Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 297 K; mean (C-C) = 0.011 Å; R factor = 0.084; wR factor = 0.218; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.3.
In the title molecular salt, C 6 H 8 NO + ÁC 7 H 3 N 2 O 6 À , which crystallizes in the chiral monoclinic space group P2 1 , the achiral components assemble by three different N-HÁ Á ÁO, one O-HÁ Á ÁO and one C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into twostranded chains running parallel to [010] . The dihedral angles between the carboxy group and the two nitro groups and the mean plane of their attached benzene ring are 24.5 (9), 6.1 (6) and 13.0 (1) , respectively.. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (Desiraju, 2002; Burrows, 2004) . A very general way to achieve this goal is to employ components containing several matching functional groups with good hydrogen bond donor and acceptor capabilities combined with suitable backbones that bear the functional groups (Steiner, 2002) . Following this strategy the title compound was synthesized from 2-hydroxyaniline and 3,5-dinitrobenzoic acid and was studied by X-ray diffraction. It is a proton-transfer salt, C 6 H 8 NO
, that is built up from two achiral components but crystallizes in the chiral space group P2 1 with one molecule of a 2-hydoxyanilinium cation and one molecule of a 3,5-dinitrobenzoate anion in the asymmetric unit (Fig. 1) . The protonized amino group (-NH 3
which is a good hydrogen-bond donor (Wang et al. 2008) , donates two hydrogen bonds to the carboxylate oxygen atoms O1 and O2 of two adjacent 3,5-dinitrobenzoate anions and to the hydroxy oxygen O7 of another 2-hydoxyanilinium cation ( Table 1 ). The hydroxy group of the 2-hydoxyanilinium cation in turn donates a hydrogen bond to a carboxylate oxygen O1 of a third 3,5-dinitrobenzoate anion. In this way a two-stranded infinite hydrogen bond chain is formed along [010] , as shown in Fig. 2 . This chain is reinforced by a weak intra-chain C-H···O bond (last entry in Table 1 ). The chain has Z-shaped cross section (Fig. 2) . The mutual coherence between these chains is provided by van der Waals interactions, which involve also nitro oxygen atoms. Ring-ring π-π stacking contacts are missing in this structure.
The title compound was obtained by room temperature evaporation of a methanol solution containing 2-aminophenol and 3,5-dinitrobenzoic acid in stoichiometric 1:1 amounts.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93 Å, O-H = 0.82 Å, and N-H = 0.89 Å, and were refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (N or O). and refined in riding mode. Owing to insignifant anomalous dispersion effects the absolute structure could not be determined and the 1429 Friedel pairs were merged in the final refinement with all δf" set to zero. Extinction coefficient: 0.072 (14) Special details Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. Geometric parameters (Å, º) 
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